FLA 

Flasher. n.f [from flajh.] A man of more appearance of 
wit than reality* DtH* 

Flashily, adu- [from flaflyf] With empty (how , without 
real power of wit or folidity of thought* 

Fla'shv* adj. [from flajhf) 

1. Empty; notfolid; Ihowy without fubftance. 

Fiajhy wits cannot fathom the whole extent of a large <M- 
courfe* Digty on the Soul^ Dedicate 

When they lift, their lean znAflaJky fcngs 
Grate on their for aim el pipes of wretched flraw* Alt It on 4 

This meanfconceit, this darling myftery, 

Which thou thmk’ft nothing, friend ! thou (halt not buv; 
Nor will I change for all the fiejby wit. Dryden* s Perj\ Sat* 

2, [From flaccidus* Siinner.] Infipid ; without force or Ipirit. 

Diftilled books are, like common (Milled waters, flajhy 
things* Bacon* Pj a ) 5 r * 

The takes that moft offend in fruits, herbs and roots, are 
bitter, harfh, lour, waterifh or flajhy. Bacon s Nat. Hiflory* 

FLASK. n.f FrenchO 

1. A bottle; a vend. 

Then for the Bourdeaux you may freely a(k ; 

But the Champaigne is to each man his flafk* King* 

2 * A powder-horn* 

Powder in a fkillefs foldier's fiajk 
Is fel on fire* - Shah efpeare. 

Flasket. n.f [from j%$ r ] A veffd in which viands are 
fervetL 

Another plac’d 

The filver (lands, with golden flajkets grac'd. Popes Odyjf. 
FLAT* adj. [pfot* French.] 
i t Horizontally level without inclination* 

Thou all-fhaking thunder, 

Strike fat the thick rotundity o’ Eli’ world. Slab. K* Lear* 
The houfes are fiat roofed to walk upon, fo that every 
bomb that fell on them would take effeft* Addijen on Italy- 

2, Smooth ; without protuberances* 

In the dawning of the next day we might plainly difeem 
it was a land fat to our fight, and full of bofeage* Bacon. 

3* Without elevation* 

Ceafe t’ admire, and beauty's plumes 
Fall flat* and fhrink Into a trivial toy, 

At every fudden flighting quite abafht, Aftitons Par. Left. 
4* Level with the ground* 

In them is plained taught, and cafieft learnt. 

What makes a nation happy, and keeps it fo, 

What ruins kingdoms, and lays cities fat. Milt Par. 1 leg. 
That Chrift-churth (lands above ground, and that the 
church of Weftminfter lies not flat upon it, is your lordthip’s 
com me nd ation * So.uth. 

5. Lying horizontally proftrate ; lying along. 

The wood-bopn people fall before her flat* 

And woriliip her as goddefs of the wood. Fairy ^tteen, k i* 
That lamentable wound, 

Which laid that wretched prince fat on the ground* Daniil 
6* [In painting.] Without relief, without prominence of the 
figures. 

y* Taftelefs ; infipid ; dead. 

He, like a puling cuckold, would drink up 
The lees and dregs of a fat tamed piece. Sk Troil* andCref 
Tafte fo divine ! that what of fweet before 
Hath touch’d my fenfe, fat feems to this and harfh. Milton* 

The miry fields. 

Rejoicing in rich mold, moft ample fruit 

Of beauteous form produce; pleafing to fight, 

But to the tongue ine^ ant and fat* Phillips. 

8, Dull; unanimated ; frigid. 

Short fpeeehes fly abroad like darts, and arc thought to be 
(hot out of fecret intentions ; but as for large dSfcourfes, they 
are fat things, and not fo much noted. Bacon* EJjay 16. 
Some Ihort excurfions of a broken vow 
He made indeed, but fiat infipid fluff. Dryd * Don Scbafiiaft. 

9. DeprefTed; fpiritlefs; dejected. 

My hopes all flat* nature within me feems 
In all her functions weary of herielfi Miltons Agonifes. 
10* Unpleafing; taftelefs. 

How weary, ft ale, fiat and unprofitable 
Seem to me all the ufes of this world ! Shakcfp. Hamlet. 
To one firmly perfuaded of die reality of heavenly happi- 
nefs, and earncftly deftrous of obtaining it, all earthly fiatif- 
fadlions muft needs look little, and grow fat and unfa- 
voury. Atterbury s Sermons. 

IK Peremptory; abfulute; downright. 

His horfe with fat tiring taught him, that diferete flays 
make fpeedy journeys* Sidney. 

It is a fat wrong to punifii the thought or purpofe of any 
before it be enailed; for true juftice pimiflieth nothing but 
the evil a£t or wicked word* Spettfer's State of Ireland* 

As it is in the nature of all men to love liberty, fo they 
become fat libertines, and fall to all licentioufnefs. Speifer, 
You flart away. 

And lend no ear unto my purpofes; 

Thofe prifoners you (hall keep : 

~—1 wril, that's fat. Shahfpeare s Henry IV * p* L 
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Thus repuls’d, our final hope 
(sfat defpair: we mull exafperate 
Th 1 Almighty Viftor to fpend all his rage. 

And that mu ft end us. Milton's Paradi.e Lcfi r k ih 

If thou fin in wine or wantonnefs, 

Boafl not thereof, nor make thy fhame thy glory ; 

Frailty gets pardon by fuhmiftivenefs : 

But lie that boa (Is, (huts that out of his fiory : 

He makes fat war with God, and doth defy 
With his meer clod of earth the fpaeious Iky* Herbert 
You had broke and robb'd his houfe. 

And foie his talifmaniijue luufe ; 

And all his new-found old inventions, 

Wjthyfof felonious intentions* Hudibras^ p , cant, r* 

1 2 * Not (brill; not acu e; not (harp in found. 

If you flop the holes of a hawk’s bell it will male no 
ring, but a jut noife or nutc* Bacon's Natural Hifory. 

The upper end of the windpipe is endued with feveral car¬ 
tilages and mufeles to contract or dilate it, as we would have 
our voice fat or (harp* Ray on the Creation. 

Fuat* n.f 

ii A level; an extended plane. 

The firings of a Jute, viol, or virginals, give a far greater 
found, by rcafon of the knot, board and concave under¬ 
neath, than tf there were nothing but only the fat of a 
board to let in the upper air into the lower* Bacon 9 s Nat HI ft , 
Becaufe the air receiveth great tinflure from the earth, ex- 
pofc flefh or fifh, both upon a flake of wood feme height above 
the earth, and upon the fat of the earth. Bac n's Nat. Hi/}. 

It comes near an artificial miracle to make divers diftinct 
eminences appear a fat by force oi Iliadows, and yet the fha- 
dows rhemfelvcs not to appear. Wotions Architecture. 

He has cut the fide of the rock into a fiat for a garden; 
and by laying on it the wafte earth, that he lias found in 
feveral of the neighbouring parts, fumifhed out a kind of 
luxury for a hermit. Addifon on Italy. 

2* Even ground ; not mountainous. 

Now r pile your duft upon the quick and dead, 

’Till of this fat a mountain you have made, 

T s o’ertop old Pel ion, or the fkyifti head 

Of blue Olympus* Shakefpearis Hamid . 

The wav is ready and not Jong, 

Beyond a row of myrtles, on a fat*, 

Faft by a mountain. Adilton's Paradifc Lof, b. ix* 

3* A fmooth low ground expofed to immdations* 

The ocean, overpeering of his lift, 

Eats not the fats with more impetuous hafic, 

Than young Laertes, in a riotous head, 

O'erbears your officers. Shabef cards Hcmki. 

All the infections, that the fun fucks up 
From bogs, fens, fats , on Profpcro fall* Shabefp. Tm/tf. 

Half my pow’rs this night. 

Faffing thefe fats^ are taken by the tide ; 

Thefe Lincoln waflies have devoured them* Shak* K. John. 
4* Shallow ; ftrand; place in the fca where the water is not deep 
enough for fillips. 

I (bould not fee the firndy hour-glafs run. 

But I fhould think of (hallows and of flats, Shahffdtrt* 
The difficulty is very great to bring them in or out through 
fo many fats and fands, if wind and weather be not very 
favourable* Raleigh's EJfayh 

Having Yiewly left thefe grammarick fats and (hallow?, 
where they ftuck unreafonably, to learn a few w-ords with 
lamentable conflruflions, we are nmv on the fudden turmotled 
with their unballafted wits in fathomlefs and unquiet deeps of 
controverfy. Milton on E due ation* 

Full in the prince’s paffage hills of farid, 

An 3 dang’rous fats? in fecret ambufh lay. 

Where the falfe rides (kim o’er the cover’d land, 

And feamen with diflembled depths betray. Drydcn* 

The fca could nut be narrower than it is, without a great 
loft to the world ; and muft we now have an ocean of mere 
fiats and (hallows, to the utter ruin of navigation t BeniUy* 
5. The broad fide of a blade. 

A darted mandate came 

From that great will which moves this mighty frame, 

Bid me to thee, my royal charge, repair, 

To guard thee from the daemons or the air ; 

My flaming fword above’em todiiplay. 

All keen and ground upon the edge of day. 

The fiat to fwcep the vifions from thy mind, 

The edge to cut ’em through that flay behind. D vden* 
6* Depreffion of thought or language* 

Milton’s Paradife Loft is admirable; but am I therefore 
hound to maintain, that then: are no fats amongft Kis dera¬ 
tions, when v ris evident he creeps along fumerimes for above 
an hundred lines together f Dryout* 

7. A furfacc wiihout relief, or prominences* 

Are there then fuch ravifbing charms in a dull unvaried 
fiaty to make a fufficicnt conapenfation for the chief things 
the ancient mountains, and for the precious things of thehd'^ 
ins hills. Bentleys Sern 0 f 
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FLA 

To Flat* v> a. [from the noun.] 

1, To level; to deprefs ; to make broad and fmooth* * 

The ancients fay, if you take two twigs of feveral fruit- 
trees, and fat them on .the fides, and bind them clofe, and 
fet them in the ground, they will come up in one flock. Bacon* 

With horrid ftiapes (he does her fons expofe, 

Di (lends their fwdJing lips, and fats their nofe. Creech*. 

2* To make vapid* 

An orange, lemon and apple, wrapt in a linen doth, being 
buried for a fortnight four foot deep within the earth, though 
in a moift place and rainy time, were become a little harder 
than they were ; otherwise frdh in their colour, but their juice 
fomewhat fatted . Bacon s Natural Hijlory^ N^. 377 * 

To Flat, v * n * 

1* To grow flat: oppofed to fwell* x 

1 burnt it the fecond time, and obferved the (kin (brink, 
and the fwell mg to flat yet more than at firft. Temple . 

2. To obfiruct; retard; hinder; to render unanimated or evanid. 

Nor are conftant forms of prayer more likely to fiat anil 
hinder the fipirit of prayer and devotion, than unpremeditated 
and confufed variety to diftraft and lofc it* K. Charles. 

FlaTlong* adv. [ flat and long*] With the flat downwards ; 
not edge wife. 

What a blow was there given ? 

—An it had not fallen fat long. Shakefpeares TempeJI* 

FlaTly. adv. [from fat.] 

1. Horizontally; without inclination. 

2. Without prominence or elevation* 

3. Without fpirit; dully; frigidly, 

4. Peremptorily; downright. 

He in thefe wars had fatly refufed his aid. Sidney* k ii. 

Thereupon they flatly difavouch 
To yield him more obedience, or fupport* Daniels Ci , iFar. 

Unjuft, thou fay’ft. 

Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free. Milt. Parad.Loft * 
Not any interpreters allow it to be fpoken of fuch as fatly 
deny the being of God; blit of them that believing his exis¬ 
tence, do yet feclude him from dire£ling the affairs of the 
wor Jd. Bentley’s Sermons. 

FlVtness. n.f [from flat] 

1. Evermefs; level extenfion. 

2. Want of relief or prominente* 

It appears fo very plain and uniform, that one would think 
the coiner looked on the fiatnefs of a figure, as one of the 
great eft beauties in fculpture. Addijon on ancient Medals . 

3. Dcadnefs; infipidity; vapidnefs. 

Deadnefs vrflatnefs in cyder is often occafioned by the too 
free admi(Eon of air into the veflel, Mortimer’s Husbandry . 

4* Dejeflion of date. 

The emperor of Ruffia was my father: 

Oh, that he tvere alive, and here beholding 

His daughter’s trial ! that he did but fee 

T hz flatmfs ot my mifery ! Shakejpeare’s Printer's Tale* 

5* Dejeflion of mind; want of life; want of fpirit* 

b* Dulnefs; infipidity; frigidity. 

How faft does obfeurity, fatnefs y and impertinency flow in 
upon our meditations ? Tis a difficult talk to talk to the pur¬ 
pofe, and to put life and perfpicuity into our difeourfes* Collier. 

Spme of Homer’s tranflators have fwclled into fuftian, and 
others funk into fiatnefs. p 0 p e ' s p r£ f ace u 

7. I ne contrary to (hrilnefs or acutenefs of found* 

lake two faucers, and ftrike the edge of the one againft 
the bottom of the other within a pail of water, and you (hall 
find the found groweth more flat, even while part of the faucer 
ts above the water; but that fiatnefs of found is joined with a 
harlhnefs. Baton’s Natural Hi/iory. N®. 157. 

To F la tten. v. a. [fiatir, French, from fiatJ\ 

1 * Z.° even or level, without prominence or elevation, 

2. I o beat down to the ground. 

If they fliould lie in it, and beat it down, or flatten it, it 

will rife again Mortimer’s Husbandry. 

3, I o make vapid, 

4^ To dejeft ; to deprefs ; to difpirit. 

Fo Flatten, v * n* 

1* To grow even or level. 

2. To grow dull and infipid. 

Here joys that endure for ever, frelh and in vigour, are op- 
pofed to fatistachons that are attended with fatiety and forfeits, 

m rV Cry ^'Eflrange, Fable 161. 

whid, The worl,m “ or “y 

*r° rLAfTTER. v. a. [ fiater, French.] 

* ‘ ri y °^ h r wit . h Vf™} to pleafe with blandifliments; to gra¬ 
tify wtth fervile obfequioufnefs; to gain by falfe compliments. 

When I tel! him he hates flatterers. 

He fays he does; being then moRflattered. Sbak. Jul. Oaf. 

His nature is too noble for the world ; 

He would not flatter Neptune for his trident, 
vvu'h' f< T S P <?T r IO thunder: his heart’s his moutli ; 

HethdT/fi T’ th3 | , h ' S t0ng “ e muft vcnt ’ Sbahfp. 
He that fiatteretb his neighbour, fpreadeth a net for his 

Prtru. xxix, 5. 
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. He hatureth himftjf in his own eyes, until his iniquity be 

found hateful.. \ ■ . . ■ xxxir *’ 2 ' 

After .this W T ay of flattering their, willing benefit, ors out of 
bart, they contrived another of forcing their unwilling neigh¬ 
bours out of all their pofleJEohs. Decay bj iCcty. 

A verfe alike to fatter or offend, , Hope* 

They^//frW ev ry day, and fame days eat. . Pope, 
I fcorn to fitter you or any man. Dr. Nnvtons Ded toMilim 

2* To praife falfely. 

Flatter’d crimes pf a licentious age. 

Provoke our .cenfure. j, loung, 

3, Topleafe; to footh* This fepfe is purely Gallick* 

A confort of voices fupporting themfdves by their different 
parts maice a harmony, pleafingly fills the ears and flatters 
them. ( ; _ Drydefis Dtfinjnoy, 

4. To raife falfe hopes* * 

He always vacant, always amiable, 

Hopes thee, of flat?ring gales 

Unmindful. Milton* 

Fla'ttheer* n f [ from flatter. ] One who flatters; a 
fawner; a wheedler; one who endeavours to gain favour by 
pleafing falfities. 

When I tell him he hates flatterers. 

He fays he does; being then mod flattered. Shah fid* C&fi 
. Some praifes proceed merely of flattery; and if he be an 
ordinary flatterer* he will hare certain common attributes, 
which may ferve every man : if he be a cunning^tf, 
he will follow the arch flatterer , which is a man’s felf. But 
if he be an impudent flatterer , look wherein a man is con- 
feious to himfdf that he is moft defective, and is moft out 
of countenance in himfdf, that will the flatterer entitle him 
to perforce* Bacon* EJfay 5 4. 

Jf we from wealth to poverty defeend. 

Want gives to know ihz flati'rer from the friend. Dryden* 
After treating her like a goddefs, the hufband ufes her Hke a 
woman : what is ft ill worfe, the moft abjedl flatterers degene¬ 
rate into the greateft tyrants. AdJifcn s Guardian , N°. r 1 3. 

The publick fliould know this of your ladyihip- yet who¬ 
ever goes about to inform them, (hall be cenfured for a flat - 
terer . Swift m 

Fla'ttery* n.f [(com fatter ; fiaterie* French ] FaJfe praife; 
artful obfequioufneft; adulation. 

Minds, by nature great, are confdous of their greatnefs, 
And hold it mean to borrow aught from flattery. Roue, 

Simple pride for flat fry makes demands* Pot e. 

See how they beg an alms of flattery ! 

They languifti, G ! fupport them with a lye. Toting, 

Fla'ttjsb. adj , [from^f.j Somewhat flat; approaching to 
fiatnefs* 

Thefe are from three inches over to fix or feven, and of a 
flattifh fliape. IVoodward on Fojjils. 

Fla'tulency. n.f [fromflatulent.] 

I* Windinefs ; fulnefs of wind; turgefcence by wind confined. 
Vegetable fubftances contain a great deal of air, which ex¬ 
pands itfelf, producing all the diforders of flatulency. Arbuthn, 
2 . Emptlnefs ; vanity s levity ; airinefs* 

Whether moft of them are not the genuine derivations of 
the hypothefia they claim to, may be determined by any that 
confiders the natural flatulency of that airy fcheme of no¬ 
tions. G lanvillin 

FLA'TULENT. adj * [flatukntus* flatus , Latin.] 

!• Turgid with air; windy. 

Peafe are mild and demulcent; but being full of aerial par¬ 
ticles, ar c flatulent, when diflblved bydigeftion* Arbuthnot. 

Flatulent tumours are fuch as eafily yield to the preffure of 
the finger; but readily return, by their dafticity, to a tumid 
ftate again: thefe are fo light as fcarce to be felt by the pa¬ 
tient, and no otherwife incommodious than by their unfivht- 
hnefe or bulk. W 

2* Fnlpty ; vain; big without fubftance or reality; puffy. 

To talk of knowledge, from thole few indiftindi reprefen- 
tations which are made to our groffer faculties, is a flatulent 
vanity. Glanv * Scepfl c. 23. 

How many of tlieft flatulent writers have funk in their re- 
putation, after feven or eight editions of their works* Dryden * 

n.f [flaiuefite, French, from flatus* Latin.] 
vVmdinefs; futnefs ot air* J 

The caufe \%flatmfity ; for wind ftirred, moveth to expel; 
and all purgershave in them a raw fpirit or wind, which i< the 
principal caufe of tenfion in the ftomach and belly. Bacon . 

t la TUOUS. adj. [from/a;w, Latin.] Windy; foil of wind * 
Rhubarb m the ftomach, in a fmall quantitj-, doth di^eft 
and overcome, being not fiatuous nor loathfome; and fo fend- 
ethit to the mefentery veins, and, being opening, it hdpeth 

L d Th ■ W . md E athei ed in any cavities of 

»■ r..° C L UU tl l hitligellion and a grofs internal perfpira- 
o ; which is therefore difoufled by warm aromaticks. 3 uinc. 
Fla rwrSE. adj. [fiat and : fo it fhould be written,' not 
flatways,] With the flat downwards; not the edge, 

Of l? fl Ure in - the T mh was and parallel to the fit? 

ot the Ifratum m which it was reported, iy.odu.ard on Fulfils 
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